
Dear Colleagues,

Welcome to this special edition of The Inside View
celebrating our graduating trainees and the teaching and
mentoring accomplishments from our Department of
Radiology.

These past few months have been particularly
challenging; however, I have been so impressed with
how we have all come together to maintain the
educational mission of the department. I am so proud to be part of this team.

I would like to extend special thanks to the medical student, residency, and
fellowship program directors, section course directors, chief residents, and
administrative staff for their hard work throughout the entire year as well as their
impressive efforts in transitioning to virtual learning. I would also like to thank
Drs. Kruskal and Rawson for always supporting our trainees.

Lastly, I thank all the faculty, fellows, and residents for their exceptional teaching
and mentoring. The end of the year is always bittersweet as we will miss all of
you who are graduating; however, we are also so proud of the excellent
radiologists that you have become and will be excited to see you excel in your
next career adventure.  

Jim Wu, MD
Vice-Chair of Education and Lifelong Learning

2020 Radiology Fellowship Graduates 

Muhammad Abdul-Wahab, MD,
Neuroradiology
Next Career Step: Neuroradiology, Diagnostic Imaging
Associates - Des Moines, Iowa

"It's always great to have Muhammad in the reading
room, not only because he does a great job as a neuroradiology fellow, but also
because he always has interesting things to discuss about life, current events,
and even politics. Special thanks also go to Muhammad for his hard work as
Chief Fellow of Neuroradiology."

–Mary Tenenbaum, MD

Margaret Adejolu, MD,
Abdominal Imaging
Next Career Step: Attending Radiologist - The Royal

Marsden Hospital, London, UK 

“Margaret has been extremely motivated, conscientious, and enthusiastic in her
work. [She] always stayed late to complete all her work before going home.
Margaret showed us what it means to pursue your dreams.”
–Anu Shenoy-Bhangle, MD

Faisal A. Alfadhel, MD, 
Neuroradiology
Next Career Step: Advanced Neuroradiology and

Intervention Fellowship - BIDMC

"It's been great working with Faisal this year. He's truly shown great dedication
to neuroradiology and can always be counted on to know about rare and
unusual pathology."

–Mary Tenenbaum, MD 

Afnan A. Althubaity, MD, 
Abdominal Imaging
Next Career Step: Returning to Saudi Arabia 

“Afnan is very thorough in everything she does. She works hard to understand
concepts and has also gained tremendous confidence in performing cross-
sectional procedures. She is unfailingly polite and a great team player.” 
–Anu Shenoy-Bhangle, MD

Emmanuel Berchmans, MD, 
Abdominal Imaging
Next Career Step: Radiologist - BID Milton

“Manny is a quiet worker who has never complained
about any rotations, has accepted all constructive criticism, and is always trying
to be better. Manny definitely showed us the world runs on a smile.” 

–Anu Shenoy-Bhangle, MD 

Xiaohe Chen, 
Research Fellow
Next Career Step: Pursuing a PhD in Florida 

“Xiaohe did a terrific job during his two years in our
department. He worked on several projects, the most recent of which was
accepted into AJR. He will be greatly missed and will pursue a PhD next year.” 

–Justin Kung, MD

Islam Ahmed Shehata Elhelf, MD, 
Vascular & Interventional Radiology
Next Career Step: Academic Practice in Augusta, GA

“Islam was able to bring his intense curiosity and hard
work ethic to dramatically develop his interventional radiology skills over the
course of the year.”

–Jeffrey Weinstein, MD

Maureen Frederick, MD, 
Body Magnetic Resonance Imaging
Next Career Step: Radiologist, Commonwealth

Radiology Associates - Massachusetts 

“Mo is a no-nonsense hard worker. She is knowledgeable, detailed, and
independent; a fellow who makes your life as an attending easier. I also want to
acknowledge Mo for doing an absolutely fantastic job as Chief Fellow this year.”
–Karen Lee, MD

Maera Haider, MD, 
Abdominal Imaging
Next Career Step: Returning to Canada

“Maera’s excellent analytical reasoning and systematic
approach to problem-solving will definitely take her a long way in her career.
Maera is truly an efficient multi-tasker." 

–Anu Shenoy-Bhangle, MD 

Brian William Hayes, MD,
Neuroradiology
Next Career Step: Cardiothoracic Imaging Fellowship -
BIDMC

"Brian came to us from Ireland; while here, he has
distinguished himself as an excellent fellow and I'm glad that he'll be staying on
at BIDMC next year in the Cardiothoracic Imaging Fellowship." 
–Mary Tenenbaum, MD

Michael T. Johnson, MD,
Body Magnetic Resonance Imaging 
Next Career Step: Diagnostic Radiologist, Advanced

Radiology Services PC - Michigan

“Mike Johnson is simply a terrific person and a wonderful and deeply thoughtful
radiologist. He is truly a talented teacher with clear explanations, insights, and
clearly crafted PowerPoint animations.” 

–Karen Lee, MD 

Richard Kavanagh,
MB, BCh, BAO, BSc, MCh, FFRRCSI, 
Musculoskeletal Imaging
Next Career Step: Consultant Radiologist, St. Lukes

Hospital, Kilkenny, Ireland 

"Richy came to us from Ireland via MGH; he settled in quickly and carved out
an important niche for himself, [which included] translating for me and
convincing Jim that I was actually speaking English the whole time. He will be
returning to his hometown to take up a consultancy post." 

–Jenny Ni Mhuircheartaigh

Rachael R. Kirkbride, MD, 
Research Fellow,
Cardiothoracic Imaging
Next Career Step: Continuing her second research

fellowship at BIDMC until the end of 2020

“Rachael's contribution in every possible way in her research work is
outstanding. She is intellectually curious, she is ready to solve any potential
problem, and she is very eager to learn a new skill or start a new project.”

–Diana Litmanovich, MD

Alina Kravtsova, MD, 
Neuroradiology 
Next Career Step: Neuroradiologist at RadNet, Los

Angeles, California 

"Alina has been a fantastic fellow this year whom I've enjoyed working with, and
also enjoyed chatting with about pets, fashion, adventures, and goings-on in
Boston. She'll be escaping New England winters and returning to sunny
Southern California."

–Mary Tenenbaum, MD

Alexei Kudla, MD,
Musculoskeletal Imaging
Next Career Step: Staff Radiologist, VA Medical Center

- Durham, North Carolina 

"As expected, Alexei was a fantastic fellow, hardworking and enthusiastic, even
upbeat at the 6:45 a.m. sarcoma conference. He will be moving to North
Carolina and taking up a post at the VA."

–Jenny Ni Mhuircheartaigh, MD

Alina Makoyeva, MD, FRCPC, 
Abdominal Imaging
Next Career Step: Staff Radiologist, Abdominal

Imaging, EFW Radiology Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

“Alina is an enthusiastic, highly diligent, and conscientious member of the team
who pays attention to detail and has the utmost empathy for patients. Alina has
shown us that she is energy, efficiency, and elegance all in one.”

–Anu Shenoy-Bhangle, MD

John I. Meyer III, MD,
Neuroradiology 
Next Career Step: General Radiologist, Carney Medical

Center - Dorchester, MA 

“John did a great job this year and was an outstanding fellow. He always brings
positivity to the reading room along with a fantastic work ethic.”

–Mary Tenenbaum, MD

Masoud Nakhaei, MD, 
Research Fellow,
Abdominal & Interventional Radiology
Next Career Step: Starting internship, followed by

Radiology Residency at Tulane

“Masoud came from Iran and did research for two years. He presented multiple
presentations at multiple national meetings and he also published five research
papers with more to be finalized. I'm wishing him good luck.”
–Olga Brook, MD

Jawad Mahmood Qureshi, MD,
Vascular & Interventional Radiology
Next Career Step: Private Practice in Dallas, Texas

“Jawad quickly assimilated IR techniques, was
constantly asking thoughtful questions, and was always willing to rise to the
challenge. He was able to put together an impressive case log and I think he
enjoyed the journey.”
–Jeffrey Weinstein, MD

Zachary Stutz Rost, MD,
Vascular & Interventional Radiology
Next Career Step: Private Practice in Toledo, Ohio

“Zach came to us from Toledo and he brought his
lighthearted, energetic personality with him. The only way to describe his
enthusiasm for procedures is 'Holy Toledo!' He maintained that enthusiasm
over the course of the year as he evolved into a talented, thoughtful
interventional radiologist.” 

–Jeffrey Weinstein, MD

Mehmet Ali Sari, MD,
Research Fellow,
Abdominal & Interventional Radiology
Next Career Step: Will be continuing research in Boston

“Mehmet came from Turkey and did research for two years. He has had quite a
few publications with more to be finalized. This is not a goodbye and we will
continue working with him.” 

–Olga Brook, MD

Farhana Sharmeen, MD, 
Breast Imaging
Next Career Step: Associate at Radiology Associates

of Atlanta 

“Farhana’s calm, easy-going demeanor was always appreciated in a
sometimes high-stress environment. She has really honed her skills as a
breast imager this year and has been able to connect with her patients in a way
that others can learn from.

–Rashmi Mehta, MD

Daniel Son, MD, 
Breast Imaging
Next Career Step: Private Practice in Chicago

“Daniel has been wonderful to work with, making my job
easy as a fellowship director. Whenever something needed to get done, Daniel
was always right on it and two steps ahead. He will most certainly be the go-to
person for challenging cases in his future practice.”

–Rashmi Mehta, MD

Daniela Marinho Tridente, MD,
Abdominal Imaging  
Next Career Step: Body MRI Fellowship - BIDMC

“Dani is a fun-loving and enthusiastic person who is
always willing to pitch in and help. She truly showed us what work-life balance
means.”

–Anu Shenoy-Bhangle, MD

Daniel Vargas-Zapata, MD, 
Cardiothoracic Imaging
Next Career Step: Body Imaging Fellow, Alternative

Pathway at UT Health, San Antonio

“Daniel brings with him a positive attitude and willingness to learn. We will miss
his smile and ability to see the positive in everything happening.”

–Diana Litmanovich, MD

2020 Radiology Residency Graduates 

Janeiro Achibiri, MD,
Diagnostic Radiology Residency
Next Career Step: Breast Imaging Fellowship at MGH

“We know her to be an enthusiastic teacher, passionate
about teaching and mentoring aspiring doctors. She has shown everyone that if
you set your mind to something with undivided attention, you can conquer it
despite all the challenges.”

–Anu Shenoy-Bhangle, MD

Sean Burn, MD,
Diagnostic Radiology Residency
Next Career Step: Musculoskeletal Imaging &

Intervention Fellowship at University of Washington

“Simply a vibrant personality to be around. Sean has
the uncanny ability to work extremely hard and do a fabulous job of his clinical
work, while also goof around and spread cheer in the reading room.”

–Anu Shenoy-Bhangle, MD

Yi Cao, MD,
Diagnostic Radiology Residency
Next Career Step: MSK Fellowship at BIDMC

"I can't put it more simply than to quote one of my
colleagues who said, 'She is one of the best residents I have ever worked with.'
Her attention to detail, clinical knowledge, work ethic, and professionalism are
all outstanding."  

–Yu-Ming Chang, MD, PhD

Huan Luo Chou, MD, 
Diagnostic Radiology Residency
Next Career Step: Abdominal Imaging Fellowship -

UCSF

“Since her arrival, she has seamlessly woven herself into our program without
having missed a heartbeat. From the very beginning, her drive for mentorship
was clear. She always spoke up, offering her help to junior residents, and is
incredibly caring and very approachable.” 

–Pritu Mehta, MD

Mohammed Elsayed, MD, 
Diagnostic Radiology Residency
Next Career Step: Neuroradiology Fellowship at NYU

“From the very beginning, Moh’s love of teaching has
been the driver of his experience. Within his first few months here, he cultivated
relationships with the medical students, always being there for them as a
mentor.” 

–Pritu Mehta, MD

Ronald Mercer, MD, 
Diagnostic Radiology Residency
Next Career Step: MSK Fellowship at MGH

“Ron stands out in my mind for his drive to improve our
residency and training. He always speaks his mind but is always willing to listen
and recognize that perfect should never be the enemy of good. It has been
wonderful watching him progress and grow since I first met him four years
ago.” 

–Yu-Ming Chang, MD, PhD

Laura Semine-Misbach, MD, 
Diagnostic Radiology Residency
Next Career Step: Breast Imaging Fellowship at

Brigham and Women’s Hospital 

“I remember her as the shy first-year in whose potential we always had
tremendous faith. I see her as a marathoner—starting cautiously and finishing
strong.” 

–Anu Shenoy-Bhangle, MD

Ken Wei, MD, 
Diagnostic Radiology Residency
Next Career Step: Body MRI Fellowship at BIDMC

“Ken is the total package. Not only does he effectively
run any service he is on, he always takes the time to mentor and teach junior
residents and medical students. Our department is fortunate to have Ken stay
on with us in Body MRI.” 

–Yu-Ming Chang, MD, PhD

Brian Zhao, MD, 
Diagnostic Radiology Residency
Next Career Step: Neuroradiology Fellowship at MGH

“He has always been a foundational rock in his class,
available for others in their time of need and always helping with a smile.
Whenever you ask Brian to take on an assignment or difficult case, you won’t
be disappointed with the final product. He always treats people kindly, gently,
and with respect.” 

–Pritu Mehta, MD

Awards, Honors & Kudos 

During the 27th Annual Fleischner Graduation Ceremony, several fellows,
residents, and faculty leaders were recognized with education and mentoring
awards. Congratulations to all of our recipients!

The Risa & Felix Fleischner Young Investigator Award
Recipient: Manuel Taso, PhD

The Humanism Award
For the resident demonstrating the ideals of compassionate and respectful care
for the physical and emotional well-being of patients
Recipient: Yi Cao, MD

The Andrew Berezin Award
For excellence in clinical mentoring of fellow residents 
Recipient: Pei-Kang Wei, MD

The Outstanding Resident Teaching Award
For excellence in the teaching of medical students
Recipients: Brian Ellison, MD; Mohammed Elsayed, MD; Kimberlee Hashiba,
MD; Christina Konstantopoulos, MD; and Amalie Thavikulwat, MD

The Fellow of the Year Award
Awarded in recognition of dedicated and inspirational teaching of residents by a
fellow in the Department of Radiology
Recipient: Alina Makoyeva, MD

The Norm Joffee Award
In recognition of the faculty member who best exemplifies the spirit and all-
around talent of the general radiologist
Recipient: Leo Tsai, MD, PhD 

The Ferris Hall Faculty Award for Excellence in Teaching
In recognition of dedicated and inspirational teaching of residents in the
Department of Radiology
Recipient: Anu Shenoy-Bhangle, MD

The Top Mentor Award
In recognition of the faculty member who acts as an outstanding advisor and
supportive member to the residents 
Recipient: Leo Tsai, MD, PhD 

The Top Workstation Teacher Award
Awarded to the attendings that give residents great teaching at the workstation
on a day-to-day basis
Recipients: Anu Shenoy-Bhangle, MD; Yu-Ming Chang, MD, PhD; and Jim Wu,
MD

The Section of the Year Award
Recipient: Body MRI

Presenting Special Recognition for Informatics
Innovations in Imaging 
This new award has been established to recognize remarkable contributions
and noteworthy achievements to clinical operations and safety during the
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Recipients: Dr. Seth Berkowitz and Dr. Jesse Wei

Celebrating Dr. Barry Sacks and
Introducing IR Award in His Name  

Dr. Barry Sacks first joined our department as a
Resident in 1974. Prior to that, he earned his MB BCh
from the University of Witwatersrand in Johannesburg,

South Africa. He underwent internships in internal medicine, surgery, OB-GYN,
and pediatrics at several Johannesburg hospitals before moving to the U.S. and
joining Beth Israel Hospital in 1974 and continuing his training here as an
Interventional Radiology Fellow in 1977. 

Barry became a Harvard Medical School Instructor in 1978 and continued to
progress through the academic ranks of Assistant and Associate Professor. In
our department, he was Chief of Vascular Radiology from 1978-1982 and
Section Chief of Interventional Radiology from 2010-2013. In 2014, he was
named Section Chief of the Year.

After more than four decades with us, Barry plans to retire and become a
per-diem member of our department in September. In honor of Barry's
legacy and many contributions, a new award has been established in his
name—The Barry Sacks Innovation in IR Award. 

The inaugural recipient of this award is Jeffrey
Weinstein, MD, FSIR, for his tremendous leadership
and talent in the division of Interventional
Radiology. 

Please join us in congratulating Jeff and thanking Barry
with heartfelt appreciation for his longstanding
commitment to our department! 

Wishing a Very Happy Retirement to
Vassilios Raptopoulos, MD! 

Dr. Vassilios Raptopoulos (Rap) joined the BIDMC
Department of Radiology as a Senior Radiologist in
1991. After nearly 30 years with our department, Rap

has announced that he will be retiring on July 1.
 
Rap served as our Interim Chief of Radiology from 2007-2008 and Vice-Chair of
Radiology from 2007-2016. He has also been a Professor of Radiology at
Harvard Medical School for the past 20 years.

Earlier in his career, Rap served as a Field Physician in the Greek Army
Medical Corp. He trained at several medical institutions, including St.
Bartholomew's Medical School in London, the Hospital of the University of
Pennsylvania, Georgetown Univesity Hospital, and Maimonides Medical Center
in Brooklyn. He earned his MD at Aristotelion University School of Medicine in
Greece.

In recognition of Rap's numerous contributions to the BIDMC Department
of Radiology, a new award has been established in his name—The
Vassilios Raptopoulos Award for Innovations and Clinical Applications in
Computed Tomography. 

The inaugural recipient of this award is Olga Brook,
MD, for her exceptional leadership and expertise in
this field.

Please join us in congratulating Olga and thanking Rap
for his years of dedicated service to our department and
wishing him and his family all the best in this next

exciting chapter of his life.

Robin Levenson, MD
Dr. Robin Levenson has been promoted to Assistant
Professor of Radiology, effective April 1, 2020.
Congratulations on your well-deserved promotion,
Robin! 

 

Rafael Rojas, MD
Dr. Rafael Rojas has been named an American Society
of Functional Neuroradiology (ASFNR) 2020
Fellow. The Society President writes, "It is ASFNR's
privilege to announce that 10 of our members were
conferred the title of fellows of the ASFNR. These
colleagues have been loyal and longstanding members
of our society and have made significant contributions

to our field, the field of advanced neuroimaging." Congratulations, Rafael!

Salil Soman, MD
Dr. Salil Soman was awarded an R21 Exploratory /
Development Grant from the NIH National Institute of
Neurological Disorders and Stroke. This funding
provides support to advance Dr. Soman's work to
develop an easy-to-use, superior method for
characterizing small brain bleeds. This work has the
promise to dramatically shift the care of patients after

trauma, with dementia, and with diseases that predispose patients to brain
bleeds.

"I am very proud of Sal and his important advances in understanding a common
and severe problem in neuroradiology."

–David Hackney, MD, Chief, Neuroradiology 

Outdoor Photo Contest: Cast Your Vote!
The survey will be open until noon this Wednesday, June 30—cast your vote
today! The winner will receive a $20 gift certificate to a local food store of his or

her choice.

Vote Now!

Photos of the Week 
Our Nurses, IR Techs, and MDs enjoyed a fabulous Friday lunch from O'Hara's
Food & Spirits in Newton on June 12! Thank you to Suzanne Swedeen, RN,

MSN, CNIV, for these photos.
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